This is the third edition of a popular book directed at recovery room nursing staff.The main aim of the authors is to produce a book that may be used by inexperienced recovery staff as a resource to troubleshoot clinical problems. To achieve this aim there is a certain amount of repetition throughout the book. It is very readable but often dogmatic in the advice given.
This is a very interesting two-book set that is far more interesting than it first appears. As they say, "Don't judge a book by its cover", or author! The first volume is a 340 page A4 size manual or learning tool designed for use around the world in establishing a more rational use of blood products and, by its own admission to, decrease blood's inadvertent and unnecessary use. The second is a smaller 220 page A5 size handbook designed to be carried and used by clinicians as a ready reference.
The book has been produced by the World Health Organization and has numerous authors from around the globe.
It has been carefully and well written from an educational viewpoint, with key points to remember spelled out at the beginning of each chapter in both volumes. Also, in the manual, appropriate and useful learning outcomes are suggested if it is to be used as a learning resource. Furthermore there are a number of practical activities suggested in each chapter, aimed at improving the learner's education and the system where the learner practises.
It is divided into two general sections, first, an excellent summary of the physiology of blood and clinical transfusion in general, and then individual chapters on the use of blood in medicine, surgery, anaesthesia, trauma, burns, obstetrics and paediatrics. The final chapter entitled "Putting it into Practice" contains ideas towards setting up a more rational system for the use of blood.
Whilst it is designed principally for use in developing countries, it has definite uses in Australia, and I would not be surprised if the Part 2 examiners incorporated some of the more insightful questions it raises in the final FANCZA exam.
K The idea of this kind of book is quite appealing, especially when edited by the venerable Dr Shoemaker. It aims "to provide a comprehensive review of the most common bedside procedures … for the modern intensivist". There are chapters on most of the common ICU procedures, including
